The year started with a late January trip
to New Mexico, with stops in Billings to
The life and times of the Parkins visit son Larye, and fiber and fabricfamily in Montana's Bitterroot
related stops in Fort Collins and Golden
Valley, 2008.
in Colorado and Santa Fe and
Albuquerque, where we purchased most
Another year gone by, and we are still in of the fabric for next year's Bitterroot
Quilt Guild Raffle Quilt, for which we
Hamilton, Montana, in the heart of the
were on the design committee.
Bitterroot, celebrating the start of our
eighth year in the same house, the
longest either of us has ever been in the
same place since childhood.

Tales from the 'Root

Larye is still employed by Perot Systems
Government Services at Rocky
Mountain Laboratories, but did move to
a new office this year, in the new
Integrated Research Facility. Early in
the year, he was honored to be included
in the author list on a paper featured on
the cover of the January 29, 2008
Proceedings of the National Academy of
Sciences, for analysis of data on
relationships between emerging strains
of community-acquired MethecillinResistant Staphylococcus Aureus (CAMRSA).

late winter, we spent a long weekend in
McCall, Idaho, where there was still six
feet of snow. We ended up working on
piecing blocks for the raffle quilt during
the weekend, and Judy took an
impromptu lesson in dyeing yarn at the
local yarn shop.

damaged parts and reassembled the
sticks into a 4-harness 45-inch wide
counterbalance loom, which has since
produced several works and displaced
most of our dining-room furniture A late
spring garage sale yielded yet another
loom, a 26-inch 4-harness Gilmore jack
loom, which displaced more furniture
and occupies the large bay window in the
living room.

Springtime at Worldmark McCall,
Idaho
Claudissa, Krysti, Zylania, Shawna,
Karyssa, and Kalen

Judy had started weaving in the fall of
2007, with the purchase of a rigid-heddle
We spent a wonderful time visiting Sheri loom. It turns out the weaving
and Jose in Belen and taking time to visit community is more than eager to enable
each of the families in Las Cruces,
the fiber addiction, and we soon found
stopping at Belen again on the way
ourselves the proud owners of a pile of
home. We ended up detouring through
sticks and twisted metal that was the
Flagstaff to avoid storm-closed roads in remains of a 30-year-old home-built
the four-corners area, but ran into
Oregon loom project.
blizzard conditions on I-15 in Idaho.

Judy, in her home business, Realizations
Fabric Arts, still quilts for customers, but
has expanded her fiber and fabric arts to
include quilted and beaded wall hangings
and framed art and added the dimension
Judy at Lolo Pass, March 2008
of hand-dyed, hand-spun, and handwoven offerings.
In early spring, which turned out to be

Warping the Gilmore loom
Since Judy had won the top awards in
the annual bead contest in Stevensville
for the past 3 years, she opted to not
enter this year. So, Larye tried his hand
at loom work and entered, but didn't
place. The only thing the judges liked
about the piece was that it didn't take up
a lot of wall space... It did, however,
take a ribbon at the Montana State
Grange craft show later in the year.

Larye's “Code 600 Convergence”
beaded loom work.
Judy was busy through the year,
however, with a one-woman gallery
The Oregon Loom in the dining room show at Joe's Studio, a Hamilton frame
shop; a gallery wall showing at Alara
Judy ordered heddles and tie-up cord,
Jewelry in Missoula; and participated in
and Larye rebuilt the missing and

the Surface Design Association's gallery
show at Whooping Crones Gallery in
Missoula. Her big quilted/beaded work,
“Reclamation,” was shown by the
Sacajawea Gallery at a brokerage house
in Hamilton, by the Stevensville Art and
Sculpture Society at the Rocky Mountain
Bank in Stevensville, was featured at the
Hooked on Art show and sale at Bonner,
Montana, and at the Alara presentation.
But, so far, no serious buyers have
surfaced. Judy had a very successful
debut in November at the Holly Jolly
Christmas bazaar at the Daly Mansion in
Hamilton and continued to offer quilted
and woven works for sale at the Red
Poppy gallery in Ronan, West Fork
Mountain Crafts in Conner, and the
Coyote Gulch log furniture store in
Hamilton.

up with the rear wheel not seated quite
right: Larye got a big surprise when
sprinting home for lunch the next day,
pulling the wheel out of the drop-out.
He incurred a few bruises and abrasions
as a result of being unceremoniously
dumped in the street amid a loose
formation of bicycle parts.

Judy with Emerson, at two months
Judy traveled on her own to Carnation,
Washington for the birth of our youngest
grandson, Emerson Bock, in June. We
traveled to Odessa in mid-summer to
visit with niece Rose We traveled
together to Carnation in August to check
on Emerson's progress and to scope out
possible retirement homes in the Shelton,
Washington area, northwest of Olympia.
In October, we traveled again to
Carnation for grandson Ethan's final
soccer game, played in pouring rain in
near-freezing temperatures, and to attend
Emerson's christening, a big family
affair. And, another house-hunting
episode, getting more realistic and
narrowing down our criteria. Our first
trip out, we found that houses we
thought were in an affordable price range
proved to be either too far from town or
totally uninhabitable.

At work, Larye's job suddenly became
more complicated with the addition of
more bioinformatics staff and new DNA
Emerson's christening
sequencing technology at RML. The
number of servers more than doubled
Retirement is planned for late 2009, so
we do have time to look. While we were with the addition of several large
computing clusters. Delays in
flitting about Puget Sound, the “check
scheduling resulted in Larye moving the
engine” light came on intermittently on
our 15-year-old Honda del Sol. Planning data center to a different building and
to stop on the way home if it continued, installing more than a dozen new
computers during the week before
we headed back toward Montana with
leaving on vacation.
the light on constantly. Shortly after
crossing the Columbia at Vantage, it
became clear that the “check engine”
light was now reading “fix engine.” We
made it to the Honda dealer in Moses
Lake, fortunately, and were on our way
again with a new distributor in a few
hours.

We planned to do some recreational bike
riding this year instead of planning for
the big group rides, such as the MS Bike
Tour, but somehow didn't get out on the
The Schacht “Ladybug” spinning
road as often as we would have liked.
wheel
So, when it came time for Larye to plan
This fall, Judy finally took the plunge
his “birthday ride,” Judy suggested
and learned to spin, and is having a good
splitting the day into two loops. Larye
time combining her own and purchased
rode the first 50 miles on his own. With
For more pictures of family outings
hand-dyed wools to make unique
the change in plan, he set out on his
and trips, see our family web site,
specialty yarns for her hand weaving
commuter bike with no tools or spares,
http://www.parkins.org/personal.html, which was a mistake, as the return half
projects.
which has links to photo pages.
of the 50-miles involved stopping every
four miles to pump up an increasingly
Larye is webmaster at
leaky tire. Back home, Judy joined him
You can see Judy's work on her web http://www.eaa517.org, as well.
on the tandem for the remaining
site, http://www.realizations-mt.com
uneventful 15-mile loop. However, the
tire repair on the commuter bike ended

Cruise ships at Basseterre, St. Kitts
Said vacation was planned by son Matt
and wife Patricia as a family cruise in the
Caribbean. We departed Missoula on the
Saturday before Thanksgiving, meeting
Matt and family in Chicago for an
overnight stay before traveling on to San
Juan, Puerto Rico, where we boarded the
M/S Carnival Victory for a week-long
cruise in the eastern and southern
Carribean islands, with day trips ashore
on St. Thomas, Dominica, Barbados, St.
Lucia, Antigua, and St. Kitts.

only minor issues this year—we didn't
even need new eyeglass prescriptions,
for the first time in many years.

Lunch in San Juan: clockwise from
bottom; Travis, Ashley, Belinda,
Patricia, Matt, CJ, Clyde, Ben, Bing,
and Judy.

trim the trees on the five-acre tract, a
considerable expense, but offset by a
wildfire mitigation grant from Lake
County. The property now looks more
like it did when we bought it 15 years
ago. We have a few big trees left to thin,
which we hope to mill into beams for a
future larger structure on the site. We
originally intended the Polson site to be
our retirement investment, but, with few
exceptions, the maps available to our
children inexplicably do not have
Montana on them, so the only solution to
spending more time with the younger
grandchildren is to move closer to where
they live.

The Giron family braves the Lower
Flathead (we didn't)

Meanwhile, we continue to be involved
in work, hobby, and social activities in
Montana. Larye is secretary and
Larye hosts open house at the
webmaster for the Missoula/Stevensville
We spent a full day in San Juan on the
airplane factory.
chapter of the Experimental Aircraft
way back, so we took a walking tour of
The
airplane
project
has
gone
slowly
this
Association and cooks breakfast at the
Old San Juan and Castillo San Felipe del
year,
but
progress
has
been
made.
The
Stevensville airport hanger several times
Morro. Our flight back was delayed, so
through the flying season. Both of us are
we arrived in Chicago Midway at nearly wings are nearing the point where we
need to order lighting systems so Larye
active in the quilting guild: Judy was
midnight, with an early-morning flight
program chairperson for the 2007-2008
scheduled out of O'Hare. As we had left can close them up and move on to the
tail
and
fuselage.
In
the
year
to
come,
year and we co-chaired the raffle quilt
our winter coats in our car in Missoula
we
hope
to
finalize
our
retirement
plans,
construction committee for the quilt to
and there was 3 inches of new snow in
which
may
involve
mothballing
the
be raffled at the biennial show in 2009.
Chicago and no public transit running at
airplane
or
moving
the
project
to
a
Judy participated as a judge for the
night, we took a $70 cab ride to O'Hare
Chano, Claudissa, and D'Angelo at
quilting entries in the Montana State
and waited in the terminal for the check- hanger at the Stevensville airport while
Grange craft show this year, so we were
in counters to open at 4:30am. Another we prepare our Hamilton home for sale. River Park, Hamilton, Montana.
invited to enter our own work, in other
delay ended up with us missing our Salt
We were pleasantly surprised when our categories, for which we both won
Lake City connection and spending yet
oldest granddaughter, Krysti, husband
ribbons. Judy is also active in the
another long airport terminal wait. We
Marti, and great-grandchildren
“TARTS” group that meets monthly to
arrived home late in the evening after
Claudissa, Marciano“Chano”, and
learn fabric art and surface design
more than 30 hours “on the road,”
D'Angelo “Murphy” showed up in
techniques and has an annual art quilt
missing our duffel of dirty laundry,
midsummer for a visit. Larye took the
show. She is also a member of the
which showed up the next evening, damp
kids canoing on Lake Como and we
Surface Design Association, the
but not laundered.
traveled with them to Polson, where they Montana Association of Weavers and
went white-water rafting and we stood
December brought winter cold to
Spinners, and a fiber arts group. She
by with hot pizza on their return.
Montana, with subzero temps late in the
participates in workshops and classes in
Krysti's mom, Lisa, had briefly moved to fiber arts as both student and instructor.
month. But, all in all, it has been a good
Cut Bank, Montana (coldest spot in the
year, even with the catastrophic drop in The cabin, our very own “hedge
lower 48 states) this summer, but had
the economy that has made our
fund” -- it's paid for.
thought better of it and returned to New
retirement plans uncertain. All our
We
plan
to
retain
our
cabin
in
the
See more of Larye's progress on the
Mexico by the time they arrived.
retirement savings continue to bleed
Mission
Valley
south
of
Polson.
This
airplane project on the web at http://
away despite deposits and shuffling
year,
we
hired
a
forestry
crew
to
thin
and
waiex.parkins.org
funds. But, we have our health, with

